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BROADSHEET  

WAIKATO BRANCH 

MARCH 2017 
 

 

 

BRANCH CAPTAIN    SECRETARY  TREASURER 

     Ross Carroll              Graham Jenner             Ian Gerrard  

     07 552 4585               07 357 4129     07 549 2884  

 
From the Editor: Farewell to a well-respected Waikato Branch member, Poko Blomfield. 

Poko passed away peacefully on the 23
rd

 of March. Poko, with her husband (and best mate) 

Reg were active members of the Waikato Branch Committee and regularly attended events in 

their well restored Sunbeams. These cars were restored by the Blomfield restoration team over 

a number of years. The rest of this page is dedicated to Poko by way of a photo essay. 

 

Poko with friends Brian & Val Russell 

 

Poko paddling in the Tasman Ocean; relaxing with friends at the Ohura Prison and accepting 

the Branch Attendance Trophy from Andrew Blaymires 

 

Poko was forever the adventurer, so taking photos of the 

following cars, while hanging out of a Sunbeam Rapier, was not 

a problem. Poko was a “can do – let’s make it happen” person. 

We’ll miss you Poko, you were one of a kind. 

 

Our condolences to Reg and the rest of the Blomfield family. 
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NEXT EVENTS FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
 

 Before 31 May - Pay your subs either on line or by cheque before the 31
st
 of May (see 

Membership form included in this post or emailed to you. Please take time to update any of 

your details on the form as we use this information for the membership booklet. 

 

 Saturday 1 April Interclub outing to Chris Empson’s car collection in Te Awamutu. Contact 

Rosalie Smith (Secretary/Treasurer of the Jaguar Enthusiasts Club) if you wish to join this 

outing (Rosalie.Smith@dimensiondata.com). 

  

 Sunday 2nd April Te Awamutu Classic Car Show, Castleton Park, Park Road, Te 

Awamutu. 

 

 Saturday 8 April – Wrecking Day at the Sutherlands; 1428 State Highway 1, Tirau (1.3km 

south of Tirau). Let Ross Carroll know if you are able to head along to help. 

 

 Thursday 13
th

 April (Waikato run) – Waikato mid-week catch up and committee 

meeting at Okoroire. Come along for a mid-week catch up over dinner at the Okoroire 

Hotel. This is a great chance to get your Sunbeam out for a run. Either head off afterwards or 

stay on for the committee meeting at 7pm. All welcome. 

 

UPCOMING WAIKATO EVENTS (Ross Carroll 07 5524585; robro@kinect.co.nz) 

 Saturday 20
th

 May – Dawnbreaker this year will be a 9am breakfast event with a quiz 

rather than an early morning run looking for clues before sunrise. Breakfast will be at the 

McLaren Falls Café (140 Mclaren Falls Road, Mclaren falls Park, Omanawa; off SH29 

on the Tauranga side of the Kaimai’s). Contact Ian Gerard (i.gerrard@xtra.co.nz; 07 

5492884) if you would like to attend. 

 Saturday 1 July – Midwinter lunch (probably in the Waikato area). If you know of a 

good café in that area – let one of the committee members know. 

 October- STAR weekend (potentially in Wairoa area) 

 

UPCOMING AUCKLAND EVENTS (Kevin Brown 09 422 2128; brownkandg@xtra.co.nz)  

 5
th

- 8
th

 May 2017 - Far north tour - The base motel will be the Kerikeri Court Motel, 93 

Kerikeri Rd, Kerikeri where a booking is being held for Sunbeam Car Club members and there is 

a special rate for the three nights Friday 5th, Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th May of $120.00 per 

couple, per room, per night. Participants should make their own bookings directly to the 

owner/managers, Kerry and Garry Dickson, either by phone on either 0800 5374 5374 or 09 407 

8867, or by email info@kerikericourtmotel.co.nz. NOTE: PLEASE MENTION YOU ARE 

WITH THE SUNBEAM CAR CLUB WHEN BOOKINGYOUR ROOM AT THE MOTEL. 

After booking your room at the Motel, please contact Dennis or Pat Brassey at 09 534 6751 or 

email denandpat@xtra.co.nz to confirm you will be on the Tour. 

 

 4 June - Mid Winter Roast and Film Show @ Ryders Junction ($25 per head)  

 2 July - Bent Rod Run 

 20 August - Lunch Run to Waihi Beach RSA ($13.50 per head)  

 10 September - Phil Ornstien Run  

 3 December - Branch AGM 2017. 

 

OTHER EVENTS 

6-8 Oct Brits at the Beach – Whangamata (next year Brits at the Beach will be held on the 16
th

 

& 17
th

 of February in the hope that the weather will be better). 

 

mailto:Rosalie.Smith@dimensiondata.com
mailto:i.gerrard@xtra.co.nz
mailto:info@kerikericourtmotel.co.nz
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PAST EVENT 
 

National AGM (3-5 March) Masterton 

 

As you will have seen from the March Sunbeamania, Waikato member cars did very well in the 

Concours d’Elegance. However the cars couldn’t have achieved this without the careful attention 

to detail that was paid by the owners. The Gerrards, Thorburns and Rossers all came home with 

well-deserved trophies. 

 

 
 

The Hub events that took place prior to the AGM attracted a lot of interest from participants with 

memories of well-preserved vehicles, planes, buildings and cheeses.  

 

From all accounts the weekend events went off very well and the weather behaved perfectly. 

 

The only mention of Waikato cars misbehaving was from the Carroll’s noting that a flat battery, 

caused by a dead alternator, brought their Sunbeam to a halt in Hastings on the way home. Ross 

tracked the problem down to a broken wire in the terminal block at the back of the alternator. A 

generous dose of solder and tape fixed the problem so there was no need for a new alternator. 

Prepared by Kim McGrouther 26
th

 of March, 2017 (ph 07 345 5956; wkd ph 07 533 1104) 

Postal address: 2 Parkcliff Rd, RD4, Rotorua 3074    E-mail: ruffry6600@gmail.com 

If you’d like to see or print off the Broadsheet in colour go to the Newsletter section of the club 

website at www.sunbeamcarclubofnewzealand.org.nz 

http://www.sunbeamcarclubofnewzealand.org.nz/

